
The K12 Grade menu Students 
submenu allows users to ex-
plore demographic student 
information.  

Locate the Students submenu 
by navigating to the K-12 menu 
of the MISchoolData.org portal. 
Data are available for attend-
ance, graduation and dropout 
rates, schools of choice and 
non-resident enrollments, re-
tentions, enrollments and mo-
bility. Secure users may have 
access to additional student 
level data.  

Users can also explore addi-
tional data files and request 
downloads.  

Reports display in a variety of formats and can be downloaded, printed, or shared for local use. The public 
may view snapshots, trends, and entity breakdown data.  
. 

Below is a listing of the reports available and the types of information for each: 
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K12 STUDENT REPORTS 
ATTENDANCE, GRADUATION / DROPOUT, RETENTION, 

MOBILITY, CHOICE, AND MORE 

Attendance 

View attendance and chronic absentee rates for schools, districts, ISDs and the State. 
 

Grad/Dropout Rate 

See how many high school seniors graduate on time by demographics like race and 
gender. 

 

Schools of Choice and Other Non-Resident Enrollments 

See where students are attending school outside of their home district. 
 

Retained In Grade 

See how many students were held back. 
 

Student Enrollment Counts Report 
Learn about K-12 students by race, gender and other demographics. 

 

Student Mobility 

See how students are moving to and from Michigan districts and schools. 
 

Additional Data Files 

Student-related data presented in Excel format. 



 

To explore student data: 

1. Locate the K-12 Grade 
menu and select the Stu-
dents submenu. 

2. Choose  a report inquiry 
from the following options:  

⇒ Attendance 

⇒ Grad/Dropout Rate 

⇒ Schools of choice 
and Other Non-

Resident Enroll-
ments 

⇒ Retained in Grade 

⇒ Student Enrollment 

⇒ Student Mobility 

⇒ Additional Data 
Files 

 

 

3. Use the Location and Report Settings to filter your inquiries. Use the “School, District, ISD name or code” 
to search by name or keyword, or use the drop down menus to filter by ISD, District, School, School Year, 
and/or Report Category.  

4. To generate results, click on Update Report . 
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Reports can be viewed in a variety of formats, including as a 
table or as a chart or graph. Charts/graphs display Snapshot, 
Trend, or Entity Breakdown. In some reports, logged in us-
ers have the option of choosing Student Breakdown. 

 

The Snapshot report view displays in the form of a bar graph.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Trend report view displays as data overtime. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Entity Breakdown provides a data table with infor-
mation for each entity within the district or organization.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The ““Share” button generates a hyperlink for sharing. The “Download/Print” option allows the user to create their own 
copy of the file. 

REPORT FEATURES 
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Regular attendance is critical to student success. This report can give an overview of attendance rates for all public K-12 
students in Michigan or compare rates for different locations, grade levels or demographics. Data for the Attendance report 
come from the Michigan Student Data System. Districts report total days attended and total possible attendance (the number 
of days students could have attended from the first day of school, the date of new enrollment or the beginning of a program) 
for each student at the end of the year, or upon creating an exit record for the student during the year. 

 

The data used for this report do not differentiate between excused and unexcused absences, and therefore do not reflect 
truancy rates. The report is updated annually in early fall. The Attendance Report shows the aggregate attendance rates for 
students in three categories: all students, chronically absent, and non chronically absent.  

 

Follow these steps to generate an Attendance report: Generate this report by using the K12 Grade Students sub-menu 
and choosing Attendance.  
 

1. Use the “Location & Report” settings to keyword search for a School, District, ISD 
name or code, OR go to Step 2 

2. Use the carat  to see a drop-down list where you can choose an ISD (Intermediate 
School District or educational service agency) 

3. Use the carat  to see a drop-down list where you can choose a (school) District 

4. Use the carat  to see a drop-down list where you can choose a School (building) 

5. Use the carat  to see a drop-down list where you can choose a School Year 

6. Use the carat  to see a drop-down list where you can choose a Report Category (choose 
from  All Students, By Grade, Race/Ethnicity, Gender, Economically Disadvantaged, 
English Learners, Homeless, Migrant Students, and/or Students with Disabilities). 

7. Click on the blue “Update Report” button to generate results. 

8. Choose from Snapshot, Trend, or Entity Breakdown views. 

9. Use the “Download/Print” option — OR move on to Step 10 

10. Use the “Share” button to communicate the findings with a hyperlink 

10. Extend your findings by using the Compare Tool 

11. Start again, or reset your Location and Report Settings to Statewide 
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K12 STUDENT ATTENDANCE 
View attendance and chronic absentee rates for schools, districts, ISDs and the State. 



 

To explore student data: 

1. Locate the K-12 Grade 
menu and select the Stu-
dents submenu. 

2. Choose  a report inquiry 
from the following options:  

⇒ Attendance 

⇒ Grad/Dropout Rate 

⇒ Schools of choice 
and Other Non-

Resident Enroll-
ments 

⇒ Retained in Grade 

⇒ Student Enrollment 

⇒ Student Mobility 

⇒ Additional Data 
Files 

 

 

3. Use the Location and Report Settings to filter your inquiries. Use the “School, District, ISD name or code” 
to search by name or keyword, or use the drop down menus to filter by ISD, District, School, School Year, 
and/or Report Category.  

4. To generate results, click on Update Report . 
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The Graduation/Dropout Rate report shows the percent and count of public high school students who, after beginning ninth 
grade four, five, or six years ago, graduated or dropped out of school. Four-year graduation rates are an important school ac-
countability measure adopted by the state and aligned with the National Governors Association Graduation Counts Compact.  

 

The Grad/Dropout Rate report contains data collected from each public school district, including public school academies 
(charter schools). Each student is assigned to a graduation cohort the first time they are reported as a ninth grader. Students 
who transfer into the Michigan public education system after ninth grade are placed into the appropriate cohort based on the 
grade in which the initial district places them. This method tracks individual students who stay in school for up to six years to 
earn a diploma and helps districts account for students who are retained in a grade, who drop out and return later, or who 
transfer in/out of a district or the public school system. Graduation trends are available starting from the 2006-07 school year, 
and is updated annually every February/March. Historical reports are located in the Data Files section of MI School Data.  

 

Students are included in district rates if they’ve been reported for at least one count day, based on fall and spring counts. If 
students have not been in the district for at least one count day, they’re only included in the state-level rates. To be included in 
building rates, students must have been reported to the state for two or more count days. 

 

Students who transferred out of state, to a private school, or who began home schooling aren’t included in the data. Buildings 
that exclusively serve court-placed students as defined by Title I, Part D have a building-level graduation/dropout rate, but are 
not included in the district rate.   

• Example: Students in the 2018 cohort were ninth graders in the 2014-15 school year. Their on-time expected graduation 
was four years later (2018). Students in this cohort who graduated in 2018 were counted in the four-year graduation rate; 
those who did not graduate in 2018 could be counted as dropouts or off-track continuing. Five- and six-year rates are cal-
culated the same way, counting those who graduated with a regular high school diploma within five and six years, respec-
tively.  

• Exception: Students participating in an early middle college program have five years to complete high school with a regu-
lar diploma and an associate degree, 60 transferable college credits, or other advanced certificate, to be considered “On-

Track Graduated.” EMC students who complete only a high school diploma in five years will be considered “Off-Track 
Graduated.” 

 

Some districts may have “N/A” for both the graduation and the drop rate. These districts do not graduate students, so they do 
not have graduation or drop counts. They’ve been included in the report to ensure records for graduating buildings within the 
non-graduating district are included. 

  

The databases used to inform this report include the Michigan Student Data System (to locate the student’s high school build-
ing, district, and intermediate school district, as well as grade (used to calculate the expected high school graduation year), 
exit status, demographics, and subgroup information.) and the Graduation and Dropout Application using audit findings sub-
mitted by ISD auditors during the exit status audit period to update a student’s graduation status. 

K12 GRADUATION & DROPOUT 
See how many high school seniors graduate on time by 

demographics like race and gender. 
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Follow these steps to generate a Graduation/Dropout Rate report: Generate this report by using the K12 Grade Stu-
dents sub-menu and choosing Graduation/Dropout Report.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. Use the “Location & Report” settings to keyword search for a School, District, ISD name or code, OR go to Step 2 

2. Use the carat  to see a drop-down list where you can choose an ISD (Intermediate School District or educational service 
agency) 

3. Use the carat  to see a drop-down list where you can choose a (school) District 

4. Use the carat  to see a drop-down list where you can choose a School (building) 

5. Use the carat  to see a drop-down list where you can choose a School Year 

6. Use the carat  to see a drop-down list where you can choose a Rate Year 

7. Use the carat  to see a drop-down list where you can choose a Report Category 

8. Click on the blue “Update Report” button to generate results. 

9. Choose from Snapshot, Trend, or Entity Breakdown views. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

10. Use the “Download/Print” option — OR move on to Step 11 

11. Use the “Share” button to communicate the findings with a hyperlink 

12. Extend your findings by using the Compare Tool 

13. Start again, or reset your Location and Report Settings to Statewide 

GRADUATION/DROPOUT RATE 
Inquiry and Report Settings 
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The Non-Resident Status report presents the count and percentage of students who live in the selected district but attend 
school in a different district and/or live in a different district but attend school in the selected district.  School districts report 
residency codes to the state as a part of each student’s record. Data are included in this report only when the resident code 
does not match the code of the reporting district. Therefore, not all residency data are included. Michigan law lets students 
attend schools outside of their resident district through charter schools, school of choice programs, or other cooperative agree-
ments. Participation in these programs is optional, so interested families contact the district for information about the availabil-
ity of programs in their area. The source data for this report are gathered in the Michigan Student Data System. For more de-
tails about how FTE and residency are determined when a student receives education through more than one district, please 
refer to the MSDS Collection Details Manual. The report is updated in early spring.  
 

Residency codes that will be shown as nonresident status include: 

• School of Choice (outside ISD) 

• Cooperative Programs Between Districts including Career and Technical Education and Alternative Education 

• Home-School Non-Resident 

• Non-K-12 District - Attending High School in Another District 

• Juvenile Detention Facility 

• Department of Community Health Special Education 

• Michigan School for the Deaf and Blind 

• All Other Non-Resident 

  

The All Other Resident status is used by public school academies, or by students enrolled in an ISD district whose resident 
district is located within the reporting ISD. A note on charter schools: A PSA (charter school) is a publicly-funded school au-
thorized by public bodies, and is considered a district under Michigan law. However, PSAs don’t have their own residency 
statuses, because they do not have a defined geographic boundary. When you select a PSA in this report, you’ll only see stu 

dents as entering the district. 

 

Some notes on graphic displays for this report: 
 

1. The report display can be toggled between Student Count and FTE Count (Full Time Equiva-
lent).  

 

 

2. Graphs display as Snapshot (bar chart) 
or Trend (over time) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Reports display in two colors, where blue represents  “leaving” the district, and 
yellow  means “enrolling” in the district. 

 

 

4. Where a county educational service center (ISD, RESD, RESA, etc.) has Center Pro-
grams for Special Education, these enrollments are shown as ISD-District Created 
from ISD 

K12 STUDENTS  
SCHOOLS OF CHOICE &  

OTHER NON-RESIDENT ENROLLMENTS 
See where students are attending school outside of their home district. 
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Follow these steps to generate a report: 
 

1. Generate this report by using the K12 Grade Students sub-menu and choosing Schools of Choice & Non-Resident Enroll-
ments Report.  

 

2. Use “Location and Report Settings” to choose an ISD, District, Report Year Grade, and Report Category.  

 

3. In the “Resident Status” area, click the box(es) for your selection or choose “Select/De-Select All” to auto-populate all 
boxes.  

4. To generate the report, click on “Update Report” 

 

5. Use the “Download/Print” option or “Share” button to communicate the findings. 

 

 

SCHOOLS OF CHOICE  
& OTHER NON-RESIDENT ENROLLMENTS 

Inquiry & Reporting 
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The Retained in Grade report shows the counts and percentages of students who did not move with their class to the next 
grade level. This is a fall-to-fall snapshot, and does not reflect changes to grade placement after the fall collection period of the 
second school year. Differences in student retention between grade levels, schools, districts and student groups can help 
identify where to focus efforts to improve student achievement. The report is updated in late spring/early summer.  
 

Many factors can lead to a student repeating a grade. For example, when a student changes schools, the new school may 
have a different curriculum. The student may need more time to gain proficiency, like in Kindergarten Planned Retention. Or 
the student may have been in a rigorous Early/Middle College program that required an extra year. 
 

About the data:  

⇒ Students appear in the data tables and charts for the district(s) that reported them in the MSDS. If a student is reported by two or more 
districts, they are counted once in each district. In other words, the report has not been de-duplicated, and students can be counted more 
than once in the statewide, ISD or district totals. 

⇒ Students who were retained but were enrolled from outside of Michigan, from nonpublic school, or from home school in the previous 
school year are not included in the counts. 

⇒ The report only includes students who were identified as continuing (actively enrolled at the time of collection and expected to continue at 
the district) during the fall collection of the second school year 

⇒ Students retained in kindergarten are broken into Planned and Unplanned groups. The Unplanned group are students who repeated 
kindergarten. The Planned group are students who completed one year of Kindergarten through a Developmental Kindergarten program 
(also called Young 5s or Begindergarten), and who are now in their second year of that planned retention program. 

⇒ Students in Early/Middle College are participating in a five-year high school program designed to allow a pupil to earn a high school di-
ploma and substantial college credit through an additional year of study. Most of the time, Early/Middle College Students are submitted 
into MSDS Grade 12 two years in a row in order to lengthen the expected graduation date to five years; however, any adjustment to any 
high school grade level is permissible while the student is participating in the program. 

⇒ For school years 2013-14 through 2019-20, Early/Middle College students are included as retained at any point they are reported in a 9-

12 grade more than once.  

⇒ For school year 2020-21 and forward, Early/Middle College students are included as retained only when they are reported in the same 9-

11 grade more than once, or in grade 12 more than twice to align with the MDE reporting policy.   

 

Follow these steps to generate a Student Retention Report: 
1. Generate this report by using the K12 Grade Students sub-menu and choosing Student Retention Report to update your 
“Location and Report Settings” 

2. Choose from Snapshot, Trend, or Entity Breakdown views. 

• The Snapshot and Trend reports allow you to change from “Show Student Count View” to “Show Percent of Total View”.  

• The Entity Breakdown report shows a tabular breakdown of the retentions, as well as whether the students were enrolled in a different 

ISD, District, or school building in the previous year.  

 

(Snapshot: Student Retentions)          (Trend: Student Retentions)                    
 (Entity Breakdown: Student Retentions) 

 

3. Use the “Download/Print” option or “Share” button to communicate 

K12 STUDENTS 
RETAINED IN GRADE 

See how many students were held back. 



 

To explore student data: 

1. Locate the K-12 Grade 
menu and select the Stu-
dents submenu. 

2. Choose  a report inquiry 
from the following options:  

⇒ Attendance 

⇒ Grad/Dropout Rate 

⇒ Schools of choice 
and Other Non-

Resident Enroll-
ments 

⇒ Retained in Grade 

⇒ Student Enrollment 

⇒ Student Mobility 

⇒ Additional Data 
Files 

 

 

3. Use the Location and Report Settings to filter your inquiries. Use the “School, District, ISD name or code” 
to search by name or keyword, or use the drop down menus to filter by ISD, District, School, School Year, 
and/or Report Category.  

4. To generate results, click on Update Report . 

MISCHOOLDATA.ORG 

CREATED AS PART OF THE MISCHOOLDATA TRAIN-THE-TRAINER PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT NETWORK 

K12 GRADE STUDENTS SUBMENU 
OVERVIEW 

Page 2 



 

MISCHOOLDATA.ORG 

CREATED AS PART OF THE MISCHOOLDATA TRAIN-THE-TRAINER PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT NETWORK 

The Student Enrollment Counts report provides an unduplicated headcount of students attending a specific district or school. 
This helps users to understand the number and composition of students attending Michigan schools, and shows how enroll-
ment trends change over time. Note: the report is based on pupil headcount, not full-time equivalency. This means each stu-
dent is counted once, regardless of whether the student attends full-time or part-time. (For FTE data, please see the District 
FTE Pupil Count data files.) 

 

The Student Count report is the basis for other reports in MI School Data such as Retained in Grade, Schools of Choice and 
Other Non-Resident Enrollments and Student Mobility. Student count data are collected on the legislated fall count day, 
which is the first Wednesday in October. The report is updated in early spring.  

 

Only students receiving school-based services are in this report. This means Early On® and some Pre-K Special Ed students 
are not included. Nonpublic school students and home-schooled students are not included in the data. The Early Middle Col-
lege and Not Early Middle College groups are calculated using students in grades 9-12 only. 

 

This is an unduplicated count, meaning a student is counted only once, even if the student is enrolled in more than one facili-
ty. A student is included in the district selected if that district was the Primary Education Providing Entity of the student on the 
legislated count day. Additionally, students from multiple districts may attend Shared Educational Entities. At the building lev-
el, data reported will appear under the operating district of the SEE. At the district level, SEE data are included in the aggre-
gate data for the district in which the student is enrolled. 

 

Pre-K students are included at the district level but not in the individual schools for school years after 2012-13. Therefore, 
school-level total enrollment will not always equal that of the district level. Pre-K students are not required to be reported at 
individual schools; they are only required to be reported at the district level. Pre-K students are also not included in the ISD 
aggregate, but they are included in the statewide counts. So ISD totals will not equal statewide in the report.   

 

During district reorganizations, school buildings are sometimes moved to different parent districts. In these cases, the building 
name and associated data will appear under the new district in the Location Settings hierarchy, and entity breakdown tables 
of the Student Enrollment Counts report. However, the aggregated district-level data will not change as a result of this. This is 
one scenario where building-level data that appear in the data tables will not equal aggregated district-level data. 

 

1. Generate this report by using the K12 Grade Students sub-menu and choosing Student Enrollment Counts Report.  

 

2. Choose from Snapshot, Trend, or Entity 

Breakdown views. 

 

 

 

 

 

  (Snapshot: Student Enrollment)              (Trend: Student Enrollment)                   (Entity Breakdown: Student Enrollment) 

 

 

3. Use the “Download/Print” option or “Share” button to communicate the findings. 

K12 STUDENT ENROLLMENT 
COUNTS REPORT 

Learn about K-12 students by race, gender and other demographics. 



 

To explore student data: 

1. Locate the K-12 Grade 
menu and select the Stu-
dents submenu. 

2. Choose  a report inquiry 
from the following options:  

⇒ Attendance 

⇒ Grad/Dropout Rate 

⇒ Schools of choice 
and Other Non-

Resident Enroll-
ments 

⇒ Retained in Grade 

⇒ Student Enrollment 

⇒ Student Mobility 

⇒ Additional Data 
Files 

 

 

3. Use the Location and Report Settings to filter your inquiries. Use the “School, District, ISD name or code” 
to search by name or keyword, or use the drop down menus to filter by ISD, District, School, School Year, 
and/or Report Category.  

4. To generate results, click on Update Report . 
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The Student Mobility report shows how the student population changes within a given school year by comparing the number of 
students who left the district (mobile students), transferred into the district (incoming students), or remained in the district 
(stable students) after fall count day. Mobility rates are included in the school data file available in the Download/Print section. 

 

Instances of frequent mobility can disrupt student learning. The student mobility report can identify which groups of students 
have high mobility counts. This information may be used to help meet the needs of these students. 

 

The report is updated in early fall. The report is based on an unduplicated student headcount. This means a student is counted 
once and only once even if a student is attending more than one facility or is enrolled in multiple classes. This is contrary to a 
duplicated count where a student who is enrolled in multiple facilities would be counted multiple times. Enrollment is deter-
mined by the district and school in which the student is enrolled. 

 

The following students are not included in the report: nonpublic, homeschooled, adult education and pre-kindergarten students. 
For example, a student who is enrolled in a nonpublic school and attends a public school part-time for vocational classes 
would not be reflected in the count. 

 

This report displays count data, not mobility rates. However, you can download a mobility data spreadsheet that includes rate 
calculations. Use the Download/Print button at the top of the report, and select Statewide Data for Report. You can use this 
spreadsheet for filtering and sorting the mobility data for your school. 

 

1. Generate the student mobility report by using the K12 Grade Students sub-menu and choosing Student Mobility.  

 

2. Choose from Snapshot, Trend, or Entity Breakdown views. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Snapshot: Student Mobility)     (Trend: Student Mobility)                          (Entity Breakdown: Student Mobility) 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Use the “Download/Print” option or “Share” button to communicate the 
findings. 

 

 

K12 STUDENT MOBILITY 

See how students are moving to and from Michigan districts 
and schools. 



 

To explore student data: 

1. Locate the K-12 Grade 
menu and select the Stu-
dents submenu. 

2. Choose  a report inquiry 
from the following options:  

⇒ Attendance 

⇒ Grad/Dropout Rate 

⇒ Schools of choice 
and Other Non-

Resident Enroll-
ments 

⇒ Retained in Grade 

⇒ Student Enrollment 

⇒ Student Mobility 

⇒ Additional Data 
Files 

 

 

3. Use the Location and Report Settings to filter your inquiries. Use the “School, District, ISD name or code” 
to search by name or keyword, or use the drop down menus to filter by ISD, District, School, School Year, 
and/or Report Category.  

4. To generate results, click on Update Report . 
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The Additional Data Files area of the K12 Grade Student sub-menu provides historical data sets for downloading.  These files 
come in a variety of file formats: database (.dbf), spreadsheet (.xls), or word processing (.txt) where available.  

1. Navigate left to right across the tabs to locate the desired data file.   

 

2. Each tab has historical files across the data sets: 

⇒ District FTE Pupil Counts - back to 1999-2000 

⇒ Economically Disadvantaged Counts - back to 1995-1996 

⇒ Graduation/Dropout - back to 1998 

⇒ Homeless - combined file back to 2007-2008 

⇒ Migrant - combined file back to 2007-2008 

⇒ Nonpublic Student Counts - including nonpublic and home school - back to 2001-2002 

⇒ Special Education Enrollment - back to 1994-1995 

⇒ Student Count - back to 1991-1992 

 

3. While on a selected tab, use the Share button to copy and paste a link and share out its location. 

 

4. As another option, click on the file icon to download the file to share or use locally.  

K12 ADDITIONAL DATA FILES 

Student-related data presented in spreadsheet format. 



 

To explore student data: 

1. Locate the K-12 Grade 
menu and select the Stu-
dents submenu. 

2. Choose  a report inquiry 
from the following options:  

⇒ Attendance 

⇒ Grad/Dropout Rate 

⇒ Schools of choice 
and Other Non-

Resident Enroll-
ments 

⇒ Retained in Grade 

⇒ Student Enrollment 

⇒ Student Mobility 

⇒ Additional Data 
Files 

 

 

3. Use the Location and Report Settings to filter your inquiries. Use the “School, District, ISD name or code” 
to search by name or keyword, or use the drop down menus to filter by ISD, District, School, School Year, 
and/or Report Category.  

4. To generate results, click on Update Report . 
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